


MODEL L60, L60L-89, & L60L04 SERIES 
 ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR EVINRUDE/JOHNSON 55-70 HP 3 CYLINDER 1968 TO 2000 
FOR EVINRUDE 60 HP 2 CYLINDER E-TEC 2004 TO PRESENT  
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10. Attach the shift cable and the cable anchor bracket to the jet drive.  2010 and newer, 40-60 hp 

E-TEC motors require a neutral switch cable, #1547.  This cable and the cable from the 
remote control box straddle the gate shift cam.  The neutral cable is routed between the 
motor mount and mid section to the port side and into the motor cowl.  For tiller steering, 
the neutral cable is not used.  Use tiller shift cable #1871 starting in 2006.   

     
11. With the shift handle in forward and the reverse gate in forward, with the cam roller at the 

end of the slot , adjust the cable and/or cable anchor position to this condition.  Shift to 
reverse and back to forward.  The roller should be at the end of the cam slot such that the 
gate cannot be forcibly rotated toward reverse.  Pull on the gate by hand to verify this.   

       
      If this forward lock condition is not met, readjust the cable positions. 
       
12. When converting to jet drive, your motor will have to be raised to height shown in 

diagram below, using a straight  edge under the boat.   Test run the boat and then raise or 
lower the motor 5/16 inch at a time to obtain the best results. 

 
 The motor has four sets of upper mounting holes.  You will use one set to begin with.  Mark 

pencil lines on the boat transom through the other sets.  Then i f you wish to go up or down 
5/16 inch, you can drill one alternate set of holes 5/16 inch up or down from the pencil marks.  
By alternating between these two sets of transom holes and the four sets of motor holes, the 
motor can be moved in 5/16 inch increments over almost one inch.  The transom height should 
be about 26” measured vertically from the boat bottom.  

 
 If you raise it too much it will suck air and cavitate, either on start up or when banking on 

turns.  When cavitating, the motor over speeds in spurts and shakes considerably in the motor 
mount.  This is not a normal condition and should be avoided by proper adjustment of 
motor height on each individual boat.    If you lower it too much you will have excessive 
drag, therefore mount the motor as high as possible without allowing cavitation. 

       
      The cooling system can be flushed by removing the hex bolt next to the grease fitting.  A hose 

coupling, 24789A1, is available from a Mercury dealer.  Turn on the water gently, and start 
the motor set  to idle.  Watch for cooling water at the tell tale.  Adjust the water pressure if 
needed.  Be sure to replace the bolt after flushing. 
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